Handicap – FAQs

What is a golf handicap index?

A handicap index represents a golfer’s potential scoring ability. It is expressed as a number to

one decimal place, e.g. 25.8. 64% of women golfers have handicaps over 28. The highest handicap index a woman can have is 40.4.

Why should I have a handicap index?

A handicap index allows golfers of varying ability to compete on an equitable basis. It’s also a

good way to track your improvement; the lower the number, the better you’re playing.

How do I establish a handicap with EWGA?

A handicap can be established through EWGA  and Golf Life Management System (GLMS). There is no additional charge for this handicapping service; it is included with your membership. 

How do I apply for a handicap?

For GLMS: you activate your account via the EWGA headquarters website at  www.ewga.com . Click on the radio button titled “Handicap Service”, then on the link “Activate Handicap” follow the instructions. This will require logging into the Members Only section of the HQ website with your EWGA membership number and a password you establish.

I don’t have a computer – how can I post (enter) my scores to establish a handicap?

If you don’t have a computer, please contact your handicap chair and she will establish your account and enter your scores for you – you may be asked for course information so have your scorecard handy.  The Orlando Chapter’s Handicap Chair is Barbara Muzeni  - she can be reached at 407-654-3007. 

Course Rating? Slope? What does this mean?

Course Rating is the measurement of the playing difficulty of a course for a scratch golfer under

normal course and weather conditions. Slope is a measurement of a player’s potential scoring

ability on a course relative to the scoring ability of a scratch golfer. A golf course with a

standard relative playing difficulty has a slope of 113.

What is the difference in posting a hole-by-hole score versus a total score?

Hole-by-hole posting allows you to keep track of your performance in putting, driving distance, greens in regulation, fairways in regulation and sand saves.  It is a great way to monitor your improvement or to track what area(s) of your game need improvement.  If you enter a hole-by-hole score you should enter your actual score not your equitable score.  The system will automatically calculate your equitable score  on your scoring card. 

Posting a total score is faster and provides you with your scoring record – using your equitable scores. 
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How many rounds of golf does it take to establish a handicap?

It takes a minimum of 5 rounds and a revision period to establish a handicap. Ultimately, your

handicap will be based on the best 10 out of the last 20 rounds of golf you played.

Can 9 hole rounds be used for establishing a handicap?

Yes, nine hole rounds can be posted and used for handicapping. When another 9 hole round is

played, it will be combined with your next nine hole round to form an 18 hole score. A “C” on your handicap card will note the combined 9 hole scores. The 9 hole rounds need not be played

consecutively, in fact, can take place months apart.

Can I make corrections on the GLMS Handicap Service?

Yes. Simply bring up your scoring record and click on the score that needs to be corrected. This will show the screen where you initially made the original posting. Make the correction (date, score, tee box, course played). Then scroll down and click on “Post Score.” Your correction will be shown as a modified score on your record. 

What does the term “adjusted score” mean?

Once you establish a handicap, you will use Equitable Stroke Control (ESC) to adjust the score you post. ESC is the downward adjustment of individual hole scores for handicapping purposes in order to make handicaps more representative of a player’s potential ability. In other words, your handicap isn’t harmed or made worse by having a blowup hole or two. Handicapping is all about your scoring potential. There is no limit to the number of individual holes on which an ESC reduction can be made. You would post based on the table below.

	COURSE HANDICAP
	MAXIMUM NUMBER ON ANY HOLE

	9 or less
	Double Bogey

	10 through 19
	7

	20 through 29
	8

	30 through 39
	9

	40 or more
	10


 Your Handicap Chair is your resource for any issues regarding your handicap or the GLMS. She can delete a score that was posted in error and show you how to use the GLMS. She is able to access your profile page and help you make corrections. 

