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I recently returned from the EWGA Annual Conference in Palm
Springs. It was a great event - many excellent speakers, and filled with
creative ideas from other EWGA Chapters. There was, however, one
thing that stuck with me and made me think about the golfing
experience.

Jon Last, who is a new member of the EWGA Board of Directors, is the
founder and President of Sports and Leisure Research Group. He
spoke one day at about general trends in the golfing industry and,
specifically, the women's golf market.

Mr. Last's statistics show that a whopping 53% of us are "testing the
water" when it comes to golf. He described these golfers as "stressed
- not yet sold on golf or frustrated by an inability to integrate the game
into their life".

Wow. That's half of us out there who are still not sold on the game. It
reminded me that this can be a very frustrating sport and one that
takes time before most of us start seeing any improvement.

If you are one of those 53%, | have a few thoughts for you:

1. You are not alone. Trust me, you're not the only person who's had
trouble mastering this game - we all do! To ease the way, EWGA offers
a variety of clinics, leagues at shorter courses, and fun scramble
events. It won't take long before you will find a whole cadre of golfing
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friends that will help you laugh on the bad days and celebrate the good
ones..

2. It's all about FUN. Unless you're playing in a competition, feel free
to pick up the ball and move it if you're having a frustrating day. Enjoy
the weather and the company!

3. Acknowledge your successes. | don't care what level of golfer
you are, there are things that will make you feel good about your
game. Some days, it's just being able to make solid contact with the
ball. Or, clearing that water hazard on the first try. Whatever it is, it's
worth celebrating.

I'm telling you this because | want you to love the game as much as |
do. Happy golfing -- let's go have some fun!

Sue
Portland Chapter President

This year, you can expect more out of your EWGA golf events -more
fun, more extras and more value. Your Weekend Golf Events
Committee has gone above and beyond the call of duty to create a
calendar that's packed with perks. Here's a sneak peak at what you
have to look forward to:

MORE FUN!

® Six events with shotgun starts

e Golf at two private courses

® Wine-themed golf event

e "Under the Stars" night golf and dinner

® Overnight events in scenic Umpqua Valley and the Oregon
Coast

MORE EXTRAS!

® Myrtle Creek - 20% discount in pro shop on apparel, hats,
gloves and bags

® Diamond Woods - 10% discount in pro shop

® Camas Meadows - Drawings on day of event for free golf and a
private golf lesson

® | ewis River - 2-for-1 voucher to play Lewis River again
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Eighteen stalwart
members braved the
gale that was raging on
February 28th at the
McMenamins at
Edgefield. The wind
was so ferocious that
balls actually moved
around on both the tee
and the green. The
group played 20 holes
and then retired to the
pub for a pint or two
and lots of talking and
laughter.

The golf Gods were
smiling on Lynn
Coupland who hit a
friendly tree on hole 2
resulting in the ball
being popped on to the
green and a putt for
birdie. Lane Mueller
landed her ball in a
tree; however a friendly
hand wedge from
playing partner left the
ball in good shape for a
par.

Thank you to all the
members who showed

MORE VALUE!

e Six events @ $50 and under

® Six events with cart included

e Play Myrtle Creek Golf Course for $37 with cart (compared to
$57)

e Play Sandpines Golf Links for $71 with cart (compared to $94)

e Play Skamania Lodge for $47 with cart (compared to $85)

® Discounted group lodging rates for Umpqua Valley and Oregon
Coast events

Registration begins April 4, 2009. Space is limited for some events, so
sign-up early to reserve your spot.

Only a few days into spring, EWGA-Portland already has shaken off
the winter doldrums and been giving members the chance to sweep
the cobwebs off their clubs, bodies and minds.

A walking group, initiated by membership chair Donna Severson,
meets weekdays at 7:15 a.m. at Washington Square for a few brisk
laps around the mall interior. It's a completely different view when
stores are closed and there's no stopping for window shopping.
Walkers have been averaging nearly 7,000 steps in about 90 minutes,
or about 4 miles. Now that the weather will be getting nice, the group
will head outdoors, where the terrain is more challenging. Contact
Donna at membership@ewgapdx.com to make sure someone will be
walking the day you want to go.

While anyone can join the fun in the above activity, other new events
this year are geared specifically toward new members. The
Membership Committee is planning three New Member Orientations to
discuss EWGA and our calendar, basic golf rules and etiquette. The
sessions also are designed to give new members a chance to meet
other people in a non-pressured, non-competitive environment and ask
questions about golf and EWGA. Three New Member Scrambles will
also pair new members with current members, for fun and on-the-
course learning.

The new events are part of a 'No Member Left Behind' campaign to
retain old members and attract new members. "This year we are
stepping up this campaign," says Donna. "We are letting our members
know they are the reason we have this organization and we have an
incredible chapter here in Portland.”




up to play; a good time
was had by all.

Nike Consumer
Insights

On Monday and
Tuesday March 16 &
17, | joined with a
group of 32 EWGA
members invited by
Nike to participate in
consumer and
marketing

insights and golf ball
testing. | would like to
applaud Nike for taking
the time and effort to
ask and care what we,
as women golfers
think. | think Nike
learned a lot from the
EWGA women - that
adding color, sparkles
or fluffy taglines is not
what we're looking for
but quality and
consistancy is. We're
not all the same, don't
all have the same
swing speeds or level
of experience so don't
lump us all together,
give us some choices.
A big thanks to Robin
Herrington for setting
this up and to Mark,
Chris and Kim for
listening to us. We'd
be happy to give

Invite your friends to the April 4 Kickoff to see why you enjoy EWGA so
much and if they join, you could win prizes in the Member-Get-a-
Member contest.

At the beginning of March, EWGA-Portland had 289 members. Most
are due for renewal this spring. Membership Committee members are
calling and emailing with renewal reminders. We want to find out what
you like about EWGA and if you aren't renewing, why, so we can better
serve our members. Besides Donna, members of the committee are
Holly Danks, Jennifer Davidson, Dori Hamilton, Jeni Schlueter and
Terri Stevens.

"We can't control membership renewal rates," Donna says, "but in this
economy we can work to give you more value."

Are you getting excited about the 2009 league season? Well you
should! Along with our regular season leagues, we have 2 new
leagues to get excited about. Our Short Game Challenge league is
our first ever competitive league focusing on one aspect of golf - the
short game. How accurate are you from 175 yards or less?

We're teaming up with Lake Oswego Municipal Golf Course to offer
this brand new challenge. The course is all par 3's with most holes
120-180 yards distance. Being a par 3, it plays quickly so come on out
and enjoy a little over an hour of golfing then back to the clubhouse for
dinner and lots of laughs.

Our second new league this year is Fridays 9 @ 5 at Eastmoreland
Golf Course. What a fabulous way to end the work week with a casual
9 holes at Oregon's second oldest golf course. Just south of
downtown Portland and consistently rated in the top 25 public golf
courses in America by Golf Digest, Eastmoreland features tree-lined
fairways, large well bunkered greens and water in play on inward
holes. The course is bordered in part by Portland's Rhododendron
Gardens and Crystal Springs Lake and is home to thousands of birds,
hopefully more of the golfing variety! Join us afterwards at the
Eastmoreland Golf Course Bar & Girill.

Don't forget our other leagues - Camas Meadows, Charbonneau,
Glendoveer, Heron Lakes, Lake Oswego, Stone Creek, The Reserve
and morning and evening leagues at Red Tail. Sign up starts April 4th
with the deadline for May leagues April 25th.

Visit our website,
See you on the course!

, for more details and to sign up.




you 'insight' on
anything you'd like -
just holler.

Troon National
TwoSome Card

In our Buzz Kit from
Nationals we received
a certificate for a Troon
National TwoSome
Card and we'd like to
give it to one of our
members that travels
for work and often
plays golf on the road.
The card gives the
bearer discounted
rates at Troon
courses. Info on the
card and locations of
Troon courses can be
found at

If you're interested in
the card please contact
Sue Plato at
president@ewgapdx.co

m.

One Great Golf
Story

Anne DeRock found
this story in a recent
magazine and | just
thought it was just too
good not to pass on.

Unni Haskell, 62, had
never picked up a golf
club until she took two
months of lessons
earlier this year. Then,
last week, she went to
the Cypress Links

Questions? Contact league@ewagapdx.com

Unless you've been living on another planet, we're all feeling the
pressure from the economy. It doesn't matter if you're retired and
worried about your savings; employed, but tired of running 3 desks and
fearing lay-offs; or unemployed and considering that important next
step - these are difficult times.

In 2008, the Portland Chapter offered a record 42 educational clinics -
but what seemed a grand idea in the fall of 2007 fell apart in the
summer of '08. Taking golf lessons seemed a luxury to most of us; for
others, it became prohibitive.

Portland's Golf Education & Player Development Committee has spent
the past five months meeting with area golf professionals in very real,
heart-to-heart talks about the importance of providing cost and value to
our members. We know you're stretched for time, cash, energy, and
perhaps even enthusiasm.

We hope that 2009's schedule of educational clinics responds to these
concerns. There are only a few multi-week sessions; most classes are
1-2 hours in duration and are scheduled for a weeknight or weekend
morning. Our clinics will focus more on technical topics, designed to
improve your score and your mood on the course. The cost per hour
of instruction also has been greatly reduced, some by as much as 50%
over prior years.

The Education Committee has taken EWGA's new motto to heart and
hopes that this season's line-up of clinics will encourage you to take a
golf lesson or clinic - you'll connect with new and old friends, learn
more about yourself and the game, play some of your best golf ever,
and be glad that you belong to this dynamic Chapter.

GOLF EDUCATION & PLAYER DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Laura Ticer, Chair, Kathy DeDomingo, Lane Mueller, Cathie Price

Question: As Plum Wild makes an attempt to strike the ball, the head
of the club separates from the shaft on her backswing. Plum completes
the swing but is surprised to see she completely missed the ball.
Ignoring the fact that the head of Plum's club landed in Spriddy's bag,




course in St.
Petersburg, FLa., teed
up the ball at the
100-yard par-three first
hole, and swung her
purple 12-degree
driver. The shot sailed
about 75 yards,
avoiding the left bunker,
bounced onto the
green-and rolled into
the cup. Haskell had
scored a hole-in-one on
the first regular shot of
her life. "I didn't know it
was that big a deal,"
she said. "I thought all
golfers do this."

| don't know about you
but I'm going out to buy
my purple driver!!

did Plum make a stroke?

A. Yes, because a stroke is just the forward movement of the club.
B. Yes, because Plum had addressed the ball and had intent to hit

C. No, because swinging with a shaft does not conform to the
rules regarding equipment.

Answer: A stroke is the forward movement of a club, and Plum Wild
certainly had intent. But a shaft by itself is not considered a club.
According to Rule 4-1a, clubs must conform to Appendix Il regarding
the form and make of clubs. Here, the answer is C. There is no
penalty, but Plum must play the ball as it lies, this time with a different
club.

| would like to thank our current Sponsors and their continued support
of our Portland Chapter.

Welcome to our newest Sponsors: Jennifer Johnson with JMC
Mortgage Group and Katherine Drew with Liberty Mutual. They will
both be in the Vendor area at our Kickoff event on April 4th. Please
stop by their table to introduce yourself and find out what exciting
products they have to offer.

How would you like to receive a $50.00 gift card? Any Member who
refers a contact for Sponsorship and the contact executes a
Sponsorship Agreement and pays their selected level of Sponsorship
Fee will receive a $50.00 gift card. We appreciate referrals and will
follow up with them promptly!

Any questions, please contact Allison Bacialli, Sponsorship Chair at
sponsorship@ewgapdx.com

S.W.LLN.G. is an important golf mentoring program developed by
EWGA. Developed in 2005 and available to all EWGA members,
S.W.I.LN.G. stands for Skillful Women Inspiring New Golfers. The
program teams experienced golfers with newer golfers to help them
feel comfortable on the golf course. This program is what EWGA is all
about - helping women enter the game of golf in a fun, supportive and
welcoming environment!




The Portland Chapter is looking for a member to run this important
program for the 2009 season. Responsibilities include recruiting
mentors and pairing up each mentor with a mentee; organizing 2-4
group events (both golf and non-golf); and monitoring progress during
the season. Nearly 2,400 EWGA members nationwide have
participated in this program, as a mentor or mentee.

Who is a Mentor?

A mentor is an experienced, but not necessarily good, golfer who
guides a new golfer on pace of play, basic rules and proper etiquette
on and off the golf course. If the new golfer is also a new member, a
mentor may guide the new member on how to participate in EWGA
functions. Being a mentor is extremely rewarding and a unique way to
make a difference. Mentors give back to the game and help grow the
sport among women.

Who is a Mentee?

A mentee is someone making the transition from instruction to playing
on a golf course. Often recruited directly from our Getting Started
series, a mentee is paired with a mentor to guide them around the golf
course safely and answer questions about etiquette, basic rules and
the other nuances of the game to build the mentee's confidence in the
golf course setting. It's always more fun to learn something new with a
buddy by your side!

S.W.LN.G. is a win-win for both mentors and mentees, and the
Chapter with the most participation receives recognition at the EWGA
National Conference in Pinehurst, NC, in 2010.

For more details on leading the S.W.I.N.G. program, contact Linda
Erickson, Leadership Chair, at Leadership@ewgapdx.com or Laura
Ticer, Education Chair, at Education@ewgapdx.com .

We'd love to hear from you. Send your golf stories,
accomplishments or questions to:
communications@ewgapdx.com

Sincerely,

EWGA Portland Chapter Communications Committee
Executive Women's Golf Association Portland Chapter
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