Adopted at 3/13/2007 Board meeting
Policy on Acceptance of Gifts, Products or Services by Chapter

and/or Individuals Acting on Behalf of the Chapter

The Albany/Capital Region Chapter hosts two major charity events each year and donates substantial monetary amounts to the named charities.  As a result, the Chapter is offered gifts or sponsorships by such charities occasionally.
1. The Chapter shall not accept substantial gifts or free sponsorships of donee organizations’ events, as the Chapter’s acceptance of gifts or free sponsorships may create an impression of “quid pro quo” attributable to the Chapter’s donation(s) to such donee organizations.
2. Any sponsorship by the Chapter of any other organization’s event shall be subject to the same sponsorship requirements offered by the organization to other sponsors.  This requirement applies to donee organizations and other organizations as well.
3. If the Chapter receives free tickets/invitations to attend another organization’s event and delegates the tickets/invitation to a Chapter member (or a guest) to attend the event as a representative of the Chapter, then any gift bags or other tangible benefits obtained by the attendee(s) shall be deemed to be assets belonging to the Chapter and shall be delivered to the Chapter President or her designee promptly.  Such assets may be distributed thereafter by the Board as prizes or party favors at Chapter events, or in such other manner as the Board may decide.  However, if the free tickets/invitation(s) are passed through to any Chapter member(s) by drawing or other selection methodology open to the membership at large, then any gift bags or other tangible benefit obtained by the attendee(s) may be enjoyed by the member with no obligation to the Chapter.
4. If a Chapter member receives an offer of a gift from an outside source and is unsure of its disposition under this policy, the matter should be brought to the attention of the Chapter president promptly and placed on the agenda of the next Board meeting for discussion.  If time is of the essence and the date of the next Board meeting does not provide for the issue’s timely and adequate resolution, the Chapter president shall discuss the issue with the Chapter’s officers, who shall decide the issue’s resolution by majority vote and report to the Board at its next meeting.  The discussion and resolution of issues shall not be conducted by electronic mail.
